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Holiday Closures

The Library will be
closed on Monday,
September 4 for Labor
Day. Sunday hours
resume Sept. 10.
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2005 - 2006 Season
Sunday, October 15
The Usuals Suspects

In Celebration of
Ralph Stephenson
Sponsored in part by the
General Federated Womens
Club of Mt. Pleasant

*This concert will start at 2pm

Sunday, November 12
Louisell Family Band

Sunday, December 10
Joe Lulloff Quartet

Sunday, January 14
Ray Kamalay

All performances take place from 3-4 pm in the
Library Annex Meeting Room  Veterans Memorial Library
Social Hour - 4-4:45pm

Sponsored by

Friends
Of The
Library

Veterans
Memorial
Library

Art Reach
of Mid Michigan

Michigan
Council
for the Arts
and Cultural Affairs
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TechPage
DOPA is a new act that has been submitted to congress.  It is an
addendum to the Children’s Internet Protection Act.  It is the result of
the House Republicans…as part of a poll-driven effort to address
topics that they view as important to suburban voters in advance of
November’s elections. Republican pollster John McLaughlin sur-
veyed 22 suburban districts and presented his research at a retreat
earlier this year. DOPA was part of the result.1 It states that Libraries
and Schools will have to block commercial social networking
website(s) or chat room unless used for an educational purpose
with adult supervision.2  This act passed in the House of Represen-
tatives with a vote of 410 to 15.3  The Senate is expected to vote on
this in September.  It might even have taken place before you have
received this newsletter.

DOPA will force schools and libraries to block hundreds of websites
that kids use on a daily basis.  This includes websites like MySpace,
FaceBook, Yahoo Chat, MSN Chat, and many more.  They would
even block many of the websites that I used to gather research on
this article because they have chat capabilities, blogs4, or wikis5 built
into them.  Potentially, any site that allows personal profile to be
posted can be blocked.  This includes Amazon.com (they have au-
thor profiles and personal lists) and News.com.  Even sites like Dell,
Gateway, and HP could be blocked because they have a live chat
feature available for their tech support.  However, the biggest target
is MySpace.  MySpace has over 80 million members6.  A great many
of them are children and there have been 3 cases of sexual assault
of a minor linked to the site7.  MySpace allows a person to setup a
profile that includes as much or as little personal information as you
want.  It also includes a blog that your friends can participate in.
Millions of teenagers use this site everyday to connect with their
peers.  These sites could soon be inaccessible to them.

Libraries and schools can choose to not filter these sites when or if
the Act is passed.  However, they would not be eligible for Universal
Service Fund (USF) funding.  USF is used for telecommunications
costs and can cover 20% to 90% of telephone and Internet service.
This can amount to several thousand dollars a year, per institution.
Without it, many libraries and schools could not afford to offer high
speed Internet access to their patrons and students.  As a result, if
this Act is passed, it will most likely be implemented by your local
library and school, just for the simple fact that they cannot afford not
to.

I am afraid that the new Act might not solve the problem and teenag-
ers will be censored in vain.  The other issue that it brings up is
socio-economic.  Children that have computers at home will still
have the opportunity to use the sites (unless their parents disallow it
somehow, either through vigilance or filtering software). While the
kids that cannot afford to have a computer at home are restricted
when they do get the opportunity to use a computer at their school

(Endnotes)
1 McCullagh, Declan. “Chat rooms could face expulsion”
News.com
 27 July, 2006.  23 August 2006. <
http://news.com.com/Chat+rooms+could+face+expulsion/2100-
1028_3-6099414.html
2 Deleting Online Predators Act of 2006 (Referred to Senate
Committee after being Received from House) H. R. 5319
. 27 July 2006. 23 August 2006. <
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c109:3:./temp/
~c109EZgu9x::
3McCullagh, Declan. “Chat rooms could face expulsion”
News.com
 27 July, 2006.  23 August 2006. <
http://news.com.com/Chat+rooms+could+face+expulsion/2100-
1028_3-6099414.html
4 Short for Web log, a blog is a Web page that serves as a publicly
accessible personal journal for an individual. Typically updated
daily, blogs often reflect the personality of the author
www.webopedia.com
5 A collaborative Web site comprises the perpetual collective work
of many authors. Similar to a blog in structure and logic, a wiki
allows anyone to edit, delete or modify content that has been
placed on the Web site using a browser interface, including the
work of previous authors. In contrast, a blog, typically authored
by an individual, does not allow visitors to change the original
posted material, only add comments to the original content
www.webopedia.com
6 Garfield, Simon “How to make 80 Million friends” The
Observer, London. 26 June 2006. 23 August 2006 <
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/editorials/archives/2006/06/26/
2003315766
7 Thorpe, Tim “Mother and Daughter Sue MySpace.com for $30
Million USD” 20 June 2006. 23 August 2006. <
http://www.dailytech.com/article.aspx?newsid=2931
>.

Deleting Online Predators Act (DOPA) of 2006

or local library.  I don’t know if this Act is capable of eliminating the threat
of online predators.  I and many others believe the key to the problem is
education.  Parents and children need to be educated about the dangers
and issues involving the Internet.  There are many resources out there
and some at your local library.  The DOPA act also wants to implement a
website for parents and children to go to for information on how to keep
children safe online.  It is a very noble cause but there are already a
number of great websites out there. Here are just a few for you to look at
along with some quick tips for parents:

Websites:
http://www.wiredsafety.org/
http://www.safekids.com/
http://ikeepsafe.org/

Tips:

§ Setup the family computer in most widely used room in the
house (family room, living room or even the dining room.)

§ Find out what your kids are doing online.  You can purchase
software that monitors everything that your child is doing or
you can just ask them.

§ If you are not familiar with the technology they are using,
research it and find out.  You can start at your local library.

§ Teach your kids not to give out their personal information (full
name, address, school, phone number, etc.) online.  But more
importantly, explain to them why it is important not to do so.

DOPA, if enacted will have a wide reaching effect and whether or not it
passes we will still have threat of online predators.  I encourage you to
do your own research and to discuss and debate DOPA.  I also
encourage you to research children’s online safety and please feel free
to contact me for any questions, concerns or discussions.

Travis J. Bussler
Network Administrator
Chippewa River District Library
tbussler@crdl.org

The views and opinions of Travis J. Bussler are not necessarily the views and opinions of
the Chippewa River District Library.  Travis J. Bussler is also not a lawyer and he does
not represent the library in these kinds of matters.

end notes on page page 6

Veterans History Project
The  primary focus is on first-hand accounts of
U.S. Veterans from the following 20th Century wars:

· World War I (1914-1920)
· World War II (1939-1946)
· Korean War (1950-1955)
· Vietnam War (1961-1975)
· Persian Gulf War (1990-1995)
· Afghanistan and Iraq conflicts (2001-present)

In addition, those U.S. citizen civilians who were actively involved
in supporting war efforts (such as war industry workers, USO work-
ers, flight instructors, medical volunteers, etc.) are also invited to
share their valuable stories.

How did the Veterans History Project start?

The United States Congress created the Veterans History Project
in 2000. The authorizing legislation (Public Law 106-380), spon-
sored by Representatives Ron Kind, Amo Houghton, and Steny
Hoyer in the U.S. House of Representatives and Senators Max
Cleland and Chuck Hagel in the U.S. Senate, received unanimous
support and was signed into law by President William Jefferson
Clinton on October 27, 2000.

The Veterans History Project is made possible by the generous
support of the United States Congress.

Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division,FSA-

OWI Collection LC-USW3-004283-D

Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division,FSA-OWI Collection
LC-USW3-004283-D

Veterans Memorial Library is looking
for a few good men and women to
help make this project happen.  If you
are interested in volunteering,
whether it is to be interviewed or help
do the interviewing please contact
Sue Ellen Deni-Owen, Community
Services Librarian at
sdowen@crdl.org or at
989.773.3242x27.
Please check our website soon for
more information.
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Programs and Events For Adults
Cultural Festival of Taiwan
October 5 7pm
VML Community Room
The Student Association of Taiwan will present a power
point presentation on Taiwan and share temporary
Chinese character tattoos, demonstrate calligraphy  and
share a taste of Taiwanese food.

Afternoon Tea and Booktalk
Join us for a Afternoon Tea and a booktalk
The booktalk will be on antiques.
Wednesday, September 13 4pm
VML Community Room A
Pre-Register by September 11
To register, please call 989.773.3242 x10

Craft Time
Join us to make a craft.
October’s craft will be button Napkin Rings.
Wednesday, October 11 4pm
VML  Annex Meeting Room
Pre-register by October 9

To register, please call 989.773.3242 x10

VML Brown Bag Book
Discussion Group
Pack a lunch and join us for a book discussion. The
library will provide your beverage and dessert!

September’s book is Founding Mothers The Women
Who Raised Our Nation by Cokie Roberts
Wednesday, September  20 Noon
VML  Annex Meeting Room
Pre-register by September 18
To register, please call 989.773.3242 x10

October’s book is A Thousand Acres by Jane Smiley
Wednesday, October 18 Noon
VML Annex Meeting Room
Pre-Register by October 16
To register please call 989.773.3242 x10

There is no book discussion group in December.
January’s book is March byGeraldine Brooks

Drop-In Storytime:
Join us for storytime! Come enjoy great books, stories and music.
This half-hour storytime is for preschool age children. (Groups of 5
or more please pre-register.) Attendance will be limited to 30 people
per session.

September 5 to December 1
10:15am
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday

Special notes/exceptions:
  •  September 19 to October 6 the Drop-In Storytime will be in
       the  Community Rooms instead of the Library Annex Meeting
     Room.
   •Please note that there will be no Drop-In Storytime on
      September 14 and September 22.
  •Veterans Memorial Library will be closed November 10, 23
     and 24.

Lapsit Storytime:
Join us for a program which encourages language development
through stories, music and action with activities structured for one
baby and one adult to share together.  This half-hour storytime is for
children from zero to 24 months and their adult.  Older children
should attend Drop-In Storytime.  Pre-registration is required and
attendance is limited to 10 pairs (adult and child).

Friday, September 15 1pm
Monday, September 25 10:15am
Friday, October 20 1pm
Monday, October 23 10:15am
Friday, November 17 1pm
Monday, November 27 10:15am

Special notes/exceptions:    September 25 Lapsit Storytime will be in the
Community Rooms instead of the Library Annex Meeting Room

Special Storytime:
Join us for stories, songs, movement, crafts and fun!  This forty-five
minute storytime is for children ages 3-6 accompanied by their adult.
Pre-registration is required and attendance is limited to 60 people.

Monday, September 11 10:15am
Monday, October 9 10:15am
Monday, November 13 10:15am

Special notes/exceptions:      October 9 Special Storytime will be in the
Community Rooms instead of the Library Annex Meeting Room.

Mad Science:
Do you want to do some cool  science?
Join us for an hour of Mad Science!  Fun
experiments and more!  Pre-registration is
required.

Grades 4-6 will meet at 4pm every Tuesday
from September 12 to October 3 (The first
session will meet in the Community Room).

Grades 1-3 will meet at 4pm every Monday from October 16 to
November 6 (The second session will meet in the Library Annex
Meeting Room).

Books  and a Snack:
Come to this one hour program and help prepare a story related
snack, then enjoy your snack as you listen to the story.  Pre-
registration is required.

Grades 1-3 will meet at 4pm every Monday from September 11 to
October 2 (The first session will meet in the Community Room).

Grades 4-6 will meet at 4pm every Tuesday from October 17 to
November 7 (The second session will meet in the Library Annex
Meeting Room).

Kid Stuff:
Kids kindergarten age and up are invited to come have fun!  Drop
in anytime between 3 and 5pm for crafts or other fun activities.

Friday , September 29
Friday, October 27
Friday,  November 17

 Special notes/exceptions:     September 29  Kid Stuff will be in the
Community Rooms instead of the Library Annex Meeting Room.

Dinner and Discussion:
Readers in grades 5-7 are invited to discuss the book of the month
while enjoying delicious food generously donated by Hungry
Howie’s Pizza.  The fun begins at 6pm and pre-registration is
required.

Thursday,  September 7
Thursday, October 19
Thursday, November 16

Teen Advisory Board
TAB is a chance for teens ages 13 and up to share ideas and make
the library a cooler place!  Refreshments are provided at each hour
long meeting.

Tuesday September 26 6pm
Tuesday, October 24 6pm
Tuesday,  November 28 5:30pm

Special notes/exceptions:    September 26 Teen Advisory Board will
be in the Community Rooms  instead of the Library Annex Meeting Room.

Teen Nite:
Teens in grades 7 and up are invited to bring a friend and an
appetite while the library provides the snacks and activities.

Tuesday, September 26 Craft 7pm
Tuesday, October 24 Improv Nite 7pm
Tuesday,  November 28 Pizza Taste Off 7pm

Special notes/exceptions:  September 26 Teen Nite will be in the
Community Rooms instead of theLibrary Annex Meeting Room.

Teen Video Competitions
Teens in grades 7 and up are invited to compete for great prizes in a
series of video game competitions. Spend two hours each month
playing a different game. The library will provide drinks and snacks.

Wednesday, September 6th Free Play / Practice   6pm
Tuesday, October 17th Dance Dance Revolution     6pm
Tuesday, November 21st Super Smash Brothers         6pm

For Teens
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Friends
Annual Booksaleapplication

o Senior(62+)....................$5.00
o Student (17 & under)......$5.00
o Individual........................$10.00
o Family.............................$15.00
o Patron.............$25.00 - $100.00
o Benefactor..........$100.00 & over
o Organization................... $25.00
(Membership extends from January 1st to December 31st)

Name__________________________

Additional names of family members
covered by Family Membership:
_______________________________
_______________________________
Address________________________
City____________________________
State__________Zip __________
Telephone__________________

It would be help us if you would check the following
activities with which you would like to assist:

o Board Membership
o Membership Recruitment
o Publicity
o Fund Raising
o Book Sale
o Other________________________

Please send form and check, payable to Friends of
Library, to

Friends of the Library
Veterans Memorial Library
301 South University Ave
Mount Pleasant, MI 48858

News & Events From

Recent Donations
The Library Greatly Appreciates the Following Contribu-
tions:

Book Club Friends Ardath Westie, Donna Maddock & Helen
Louise Hamel
Memorial donation for Carl Baumgardner

W. Glen & Helen Louise Hamel
Donation to VML for Juvenile or Young Adult books

Margaret A. Arnold
Donation for t-shirts for 2006 Summer Reading Program

Louise E. Hamel, Walter G. Hamel & Jane & Dale Rowland
Donation in honor of the 60th wedding anniversary of
Glen & Helen Louise Hamel

Beverly E. Ketcham
Memorial donation for Catherine A. Weber

Linda Bradley
Memorial donation for Carl Baumgardner

Frank & Nancy Deni
Memorial donation for Carl Brewster

I Wish My Librar y Would. . .

Literacy Update
Drop Off Dates:
Monday, September 18 -Friday, September 29

M, W, F10am - 5pm
T & TH 10am - 7pm
Sat 10am - 2pm
Sun No Drop Off

Please use the Illinois entrance or the connector door off
the parking lot to drop off items. Please do not leave items
on the loading dock. Items will only be accepted during the
posted times.

Book Sale Dates

Friends Preview
Wednesday, October 4 Noon- 8pm

Open to the Public
Thursday, October 5 10am - 8pm
Friday, October 6 10am - 5pm

Buck a Bag Day
Saturday, October 7 10am - 5pm

The Book Sale will take place in the Library Annex Meeting
Room.

I wish my library would not cover up the length
and if an audio book is abridged or unabridged
with labels.

We try not to cover anything on the
audiobooks, but feel if we have to that it is more
important not to cover the summary of what the
book is about.

Continued from Deleting Online Predators Act (DOPA) of 2006
(Endnotes)
1 McCullagh, Declan. “Chat rooms could face expulsion”
News.com  27 July, 2006.  23 August 2006. <
http://news.com.com/Chat+rooms+could+face+expulsion/2100-1028_3-
6099414.html
2 Deleting Online Predators Act of 2006 (Referred                                 to
Senate Committee after being Received from House) H. R. 5319. 27
July 2006. 23 August 2006. < http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/
D?c109:3:./temp/~c109EZgu9x::
3McCullagh, Declan. “Chat rooms could face expulsion”
News.com  27 July, 2006.  23 August 2006. <
http://news.com.com/Chat+rooms+could+face+expulsion/2100-1028_3-
6099414.html
4 Short for Web log, a blog is a Web page that serves as a publicly
accessible personal journal for an individual. Typically updated daily, blogs
often reflect the personality of the author
www.webopedia.com
5 A collaborative Web site comprises the perpetual collective work of many
authors. Similar to a blog in structure and logic, a wiki allows anyone to edit,
delete or modify content that has been placed on the Web site using a browser
interface, including the work of previous authors. In contrast, a blog, typically
authored by an individual, does not allow visitors to change the original posted
material, only add comments to the original content
www.webopedia.com
6 Garfield, Simon “How to make 80 Million friends” The Observer,
London. 26 June 2006. 23 August 2006 <
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/editorials/archives/2006/06/26/
2003315766

Of course with school starting this autumn, things
pick up with the Literacy Program here at CRDL
also. Family Literacy Night starts up again on
Sept. 12 and continues on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month and we plan on having a Tutor Training
Workshop sometime this fall. For more informa-
tion on either or both of these programs, contact
Mary Bupp at 773-3242 x 40. If you need any
incentive to become a volunteer with the Literacy
Program, here are some facts from ProLiteracy
Worldwide and the National Center for Family
Literacy that I found through a link on the Verizon
Literacy Campus website: “(1) 50% of the chroni-
cally unemployed are not functionally literate. (2)
43% of adults at the lowest level of literacy profi-
ciency live in poverty compared to 4% of adults
with strong reading skills. (3) 61% of low-income
families have no books at all in their homes for
their children.” Consider becoming a volunteer
tutor this fall and help someone learn to read. And
check out the “VLC website” at this address:
www.literacycampus.org. (I cannot say enough
good things about this site.)


